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S t e p p i n g  I n t o 
t h e  F u t u r e
William and 

Catherine arrive at 
Lambrook School, 

near Windsor 
Castle (inset), with 
George, Charlotte 

and Louis on Sept. 7. 
“They’ll have a 
lasting impact 

on everyone they 
meet,” Rev. Steven 

Bunting says  
of the couple.
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WWilliam and Catherine were  making 
their first visit to Wales since 
becoming the Prince and Princess 
of Wales—vaunted titles bestowed 
by King Charles III upon Queen 
Elizabeth’s death—and the people 
of Swansea, on the Welsh coast,

made sure the Sept. 27 occasion felt more 
like a homecoming than a royal engage-
ment. At St. Thomas Church, “God Save 
the King” rang from the belfry as locals 
took selfies with the future King (a pro-
tocol breach that royals normally don’t 
agree to). “It’s brilliant they’re here,” 
gushed Pauline Bushrod, 80, of the cou-
ple, who, as newlyweds, made their home 
in Wales. “Our future King and Queen. It 
could not be better that it’s them.” 

William and Catherine’s visit to a 
place of personal meaning came just one 
day after the royal mourning period for 
Elizabeth ended and seemed a promis-
ing start to a modern royal era. But it was 
followed the next week by a reminder 
that the couple’s new roles bring an even 
hotter spotlight. As William and Cather-

 relocated from London’s Kensington 
Palace to Adelaide Cottage, a modest (by 
royal standards) four-bedroom home in 
Windsor’s Home Park, the private 5,000 
acres surrounding Windsor Castle. The 
children are settling into a new school, 
Lambrook, where they began classes on 
the day the Queen died. A source close 
to the family acknowledges it has been 
a stressful time, especially for Cath-
erine, the first Princess of Wales since 
William’s mother, Diana, held the title. 
“Things were very tense that week; it was 
not exactly the settling-in period they 
had hoped for,” says the source. But the 
couple, following the lead of William’s 
father and Queen Camilla, are intent 
on showcasing stability and unity. As if 
to prove the point, Buckingham Palace 
released a portrait on Oct. 1 of the four-
some. “That was a very important image 
of what the modern monarchy and reign 
of King Charles will look like,” says Katie 
Nicholl, author of The New Royals. “They 
represent the future House of Windsor.” 

While Catherine’s popularity soared 
in the transition, she now faces inevita-
ble comparisons with Diana, the best-
loved royal in modern history. Like the 
woman whose iconic sapphire engage-
ment ring she wears every day, the 
new Princess of Wales has undertak-
en ambitious projects throughout the 
United Kingdom on child development, 
mental health and family well-being. As 
for Diana’s legacy, palace sources say 
that Catherine “appreciates the history 
associated with this role but will under-
standably want to look to the future as 
she creates her own path.” Adds Jamie 
Lowther-Pinkerton, William’s for-
mer private secretary: “She will do so 
with humility  and by  acknowledging  

Their SWEET HISTORY in WALES
The couple made their first family home in Anglesey in 2011

S u r p r i s e  F a m i l y  O u t i n g
Echoing William’s first official trip to Wales 
at age 8, the couple brought Prince George 
and Princess Charlotte to Cardiff in June. 

F i r s t  R o y a l  D u t y
In February 2011—two months before they 

wed—Kate “did the fun bit,” as William said, 
as she christened a new lifeboat in Anglesey.

S e a s i d e  Tr e a t s
At Joe’s Ice Cream Parlour in the South 

Wales resort of Mumbles in February 2020,  
William declared himself a “chocolate man.”  

H o l i d a y  M e m o r i e s
On a Royal Train tour of the U.K. during the 
pandemic in December 2020, they toasted 

marshmallows with students in Cardiff. 

S c a l i n g 
D o w n

William will 
not have a 

grand Prince 
of Wales 

investiture, 
as his father, 

Charles (with 
Elizabeth),  
did in 1969.

ine, both 40, shook hands with a mostly 
friendly crowd in Northern Ireland on 
Oct. 6, Catherine made close contact 
with anti-imperialist opposition when 
one woman took the princess’s hand and 
told her bluntly, “Nice to meet you, but 
it would be better if it was in your own 
country.” Her smile unflinching, Cath-
erine moved on as the woman called out, 
“Ireland belongs to the Irish!”

It’s a time of transition and testing as 
the Prince and Princess of Wales pivot 
from the personal grieving and global 
pomp over the Sept. 8 death of William’s 
grandmother, whom Kate affectionately 
called Grannie, and step into new land-
scapes at work and at home. With their 
three children—George, 9, Charlotte, 
7, and Louis, 4—the family are freshly 

‘They  
are young 
enough to 

understand 
modern-

day Britain 
and what it 

needs’ 
— D I A N A 

A W A R D  C E O 
T E S S Y  O J O  

O N  W I L L I A M 
A N D  K A T E

S u c c e s s i o n 
S e c u r e d

William and Charles 
(on Sept. 18, with 

Queen Camilla and 
Catherine) “are 
aligned in their 

vision of the future 
of the monarchy,” 

says Nicholl.
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But there are some appreciative 
looks to the past, including William 
and Catherine’s visit to the place where 
they began their life together in 2011 in 
an old farmhouse and welcomed their 
firstborn, George. Already, the palace 
says William and Catherine will be back 
in Wales before year’s end as they con-
tinue their work on the environment, 
mental health and the early years. And, 
despite the splashy Prince of Wales 
investiture ceremony that William’s 
father had, palace sources tell People 
that an investiture “is not on the table 
right now. They are focused on deepen-
ing the trust of the Welsh people.” Adds 
Lowther-Pinkerton: “They spent some 
of their happiest times in Wales.” 

Windsor promises much the same. At 
Adelaide Cottage the family relish the 
open parkland and countryside where 
the children can play. “They love that 
the kids can go out on their bikes and 
cycle around the estate, and they are all 
really excited to meet everyone,” says 
a friend. “It’s a real little community.” 
And for the first time, nanny Maria 
Turrion Borrallo is not living in. Cath-
erine wants her children to have as nor-
mal an upbringing as possible under 

their unique circumstances and is so 
far bucking royal tradition by keeping 
George at home rather than boarding 
school. With Lambrook a 15-minute 
drive from home, William and Cath-
erine try to do the school drop-off and 
pickup most days. And although insid-
ers say they will eventually live in the 
1,000-year-old Windsor Castle itself, 
for now cottage life is much like it is 
at their country retreat Amner Hall, 
in Norfolk, where the kids and their 
friends are in and out of the swim-
ming pool. George will flop onto the 
sofa beside his father, while Charlotte 
makes a beeline for familiar guests. 
Theirs is a life of a “modern royal fam-
ily doing normal things,” as one close 
family friend puts it. 

Whatever awaits them—and the 
monarchy—William will face it with 
Catherine. “She is a matriarch. Not in 
the sense of an older woman in a twin 
set and pearls, but she guides the fami-
ly and advises [William] when he wants 
it,” says Lowther-Pinkerton. It’s all what 
William’s grannie would have wished, 
adds Majesty magazine’s Joe Little: “She 
would expect them to carry on with a 
stiff upper lip and do so with grace.”

W i t h  r e p o r t i n g  b y  M O N I Q U E  J E S S E N

the past but in her own way.”
For William, the new title and stand-

ing come with the vast $1.3 billion Duchy 
of Cornwall estate he has inherited—
along with the $25 million in income 
that the estate generates through prop-
erty rents and farming. (The estate’s 
earnings will fund William and Cather-
ine’s working life as royals.) Those close 
to the new Prince of Wales say he’s ready 
for the bigger job. “This isn’t ‘off the edge 
of a cliff’ stuff,” says Lowther- Pinkerton. 
“He’s been working closely with his 
father in support of her late Majesty for 

a while . . . and doing well.”
William has proved a calm-

ing influence for the new King. 
When Charles, in his televised 
accession ceremony after the 
Queen’s death, showed an impa-
tient side by pushing aside a 
pen tray and glaring at an aide, 
he continued to vent his irrita-
tion behind the scenes. It was 
William who helped soothe his 
father, “defusing the situation,” 
says a royal insider. As plans 
begin to form for Charles’s 

spring coronation, which is expected 
to be scaled down in comparison with 
Queen Elizabeth’s 1953 ceremony, a 
source who knows both father and son 
says they are tighter than ever: “Talking 
about the future of the country and 
their future roles has strengthened 
their bond.” What’s more, the ten-
sions over Prince Harry and Meghan, 

 Duchess of Sussex, leaving royal life to 
raise their family in California “brought 
[William and Charles] closer,” says the 
source. Harry’s promised memoir, with 
an uncertain publishing date, hangs 
like a cloud over his father and older 
brother’s new chapter, but those who 
know William well say he doesn’t fix-
ate on the painful estrangement. “First, 
there isn’t time to dwell on it,” says a 
source. “And second, there’s nothing 
like having a new horizon to exorcise 
some of those ghosts.” 

POSTCARDS
From WINDSOR

1

1. “It’s good for 
the town that 
they’re here,” 
says gift shop 

owner Ajit 
Sandhu, whose 
store is in the 

shadow of  
the castle.  

2. Tionne Mingle 
pours a pint in 
a pub named 

for Catherine. 
“It’s lovely that 
they’ve moved 

in nearby,” 
says manager 
Tel Fernades. 
3. Sicilian cafe 
Nimia is on the 
walk to Eton, 

where William 
went to school. 

4. “There’s a 
feel-good factor 

about them 
being here,” says 

florist Martyn 
Crossley.

2

4

3

PRINCESS of WALES STYLE THEN & NOW: DIANA and KATE

F a m i l y  U n i t
William and 

Catherine (in 
London in June) 
are raising their 
kids with more 

informality, 
“making their 

royal household 
approachable,” 

says Little.
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